
Books About Thankfulness: Our Top Picks
THANK YOU BEES 
by Toni Yuly
Clouds bring the rain that makes puddles to splash in. Sheep give us wool for our sweaters and hats. The 
honey that sweetens our bread comes from bees (thank you, bees). With spare, repetitive text and bright, 
torn-paper collage artwork, this picture book gives even the youngest readers a subtle sense of how 
everyday things are related — and inspires an appreciation for life’s simple gifts.

THE THANKFUL BOOK  
by Todd Parr
The Thankful Book celebrates all the little things children can give thanks for. From everyday activities 
like reading and bathtime to big family meals together and special alone time between parent and 
child, Todd inspires readers to remember all of life’s special moments. The perfect book to treasure 
and share, around the holidays and throughout the year.

THANK YOU, GOD  
by Kristen McCurry and Jennifer Hilton, illustrated by Natasha Rimmington
The Frolic animals thank God for the gifts of sunshine, playtime, friends, and love. Children will learn to 
look at the world around them and find blessings to be grateful for.

BEFORE WE EAT: FROM FARM TO TABLE  
by Pat Brisson, illustrated by Mary Azarian
Before we eat, many people must work very hard―planting grain, catching fish, tending animals, and 
filling crates. In this book, vibrantly illustrated by Caldecott Medalist Mary Azarian, readers find out 
what must happen before food can get to our table to nourish our bodies and spirits.

THANKSGIVING IN THE WOODS  
by Phyllis Alsdurf, illustrated by Jenny Lovlie
Every year a family and their friends gather in the woods to celebrate Thanksgiving among the trees. 
Everyone brings something to share and the day becomes a long celebration of family, faith, and 
friendship. This picture book includes warm illustrations of people gathered around bonfires and long 
tables adorned with candles and food, singing songs and sharing laughter.

THANKFUL  
by Eileen Spinelli, illustrated by Archie Preston
Like the gardener thankful for every green sprout, and the firefighter, for putting the fire out, children 
are encouraged to be thankful for the many blessings they find in their lives. Spinelli exhibits her 
endearing gift for storytelling with this engaging poem, reminding children how blessed and special 
they are. Meant to be read aloud, this heartwarming board book will be a treasured keepsake for 
parents and children alike.
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